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At the beginning of March Poe was announced as a co-editor, with Henry G. Watson and Briggs, of tlie " Journal; " and for the sake of elucidation it should be added that by this time he was in the thick of the so-called " Longfellow war," in which he was endeavoring to sustain the charge of plagiarism against the poet, and that incidentally he occasionally glanced at Lowell as guilty of the same offense, whether knowingly or not. By following the correspondence, which is the only original authority for this portion of Foe's career, the relations between him and liis chief are easily made out. On March 8 Briggs writes, —
" Poe is only an assistant to me, and will in no manner interfere with my own way of doing tilings.   It was requisite that I should have his or some other person's assistance, on acc6unt o£ my liability to be taken off from the business of the paper, and as his name is of some authority I thought it advisable to  announce him as an editor.    Mr. "Watson's name will command tho support of a good portion of the musical interest in this city and in Boston, and by putting forth his name as musical editor I can gain his time for a pro rata dividend on the   amount of patronage which ha may obtain.    He is the only musical critic in Hie country and a thorough good fellow.    Poe has left the Mirror.    Willis was too "Williay for liim.    Unfortunately for him (Poe) he has mounted a very  ticklish hobby just now, Plagiarism, which he is bent on riding to death, and I think the better way is to let him'run clown as soon as possible by giving him no check.    "Wiley find Putnam are going to should be printed in the very best manner,o him, personally, The poem of Emerson I read to him.ive our best love to G. [Signature cut out,] as il she
